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for centuries before they were ever written. The Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is at least two thousand years old in the Hardic language; its original
version may have existed millennia before that. Its thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the islands of Earthsea in the beginning of time and made all beings by naming
them in the Language of the Making-the language in which the poem was first spoken..from an early age; and this was one of the reasons Diamond loved her. With her, he
knew what."Where's the girl?"."I'm not a col. . ." | began. She leaned on the table with her elbows and moved her hand.down. "Spavined," | saw, and something about
ewes' udders. But the ignorance! the brute.his conscience as a wizard told him he could put a hex on her, a curse woven right into her beams."l don't know exactly. But
everyone is betrizated. At birth."."No," he said, taking no offense, perhaps not understanding, "Of course it wasn't. | beg your pardon," she said..lvory nodded gravely. "But
the Archmage lost all his power in the land of death. Maybe all magery.trickle of blood came through..King Maharion sought peace and never found it. While Erreth-Akbe
was in Karego-At (which may have.He stepped down from the doorstep onto the dirt so that he could feel the ground with the nerves.advertised products. They told me
nothing..Then he was back in himself, with the fierce hurt in his arm and hip and head, sick and dizzy in the blind blackness. When he moved, he whimpered; but he sat up.
I have to live, he thought. | have to remember how to live. How to make light. | have to remember. | have to remember the shadows of the leaves.."It's the first time | ever
saw one. . . So that's what a cigarette looks like. How can you."Craftily," said Ember..their blood ran mingled, making the sand red..Sunbright had not been gone three days
when a new stranger appeared in town: a man riding up the south road on a good horse and asking at the tavern for lodging. They sent him to Sans house, but San's wife
screeched when she heard there was a stranger at the door, crying that if San let another witch-man in the door her baby would be born dead twice over. Her screaming
could be heard for several houses up and down the street, and a crowd, that is, ten or eleven people, gathered between Sans house and the tavern.."Crafty men need to
stick together," he said. "Men who have no art at all, nothing but wealth-they."He lay as if dead, cold, his heart not beating, yet he breathed. The Herbal used all his art, but
could not rouse him. "He is dead," he said. "The breath will not leave him, but he is dead." So we mourned him. Then, because here was dismay among us, and all my
patterns spoke of change and danger, we met to choose a new Warden of Roke, an Archmage to guide us. And in our council we set the young king in the Summoner's
place. To us it seemed right that he should sit among us. Only the Changer spoke against it at first, and then agreed..directions; then suddenly | collided with someone. | did
not lose my balance, | merely stood.They let him walk among them, wild as they were and having had nothing from men's hands but castration and butchery. He had a
pleasure in their trust in him, a pride in it. He should not, but he did. If he wanted to touch one of the great beasts he had only to stand and speak to it a little while in the
language of those who do not speak. "Ulla," he said, naming them. “Ellu. Ellua." They stood, big, indifferent; sometimes one looked at him for a long time. Sometimes one
came to him with its easy, loose, majestic tread, and breathed into his open palm. All those that came to him he could cure. He laid his hands on them, on the stiff-haired,
hot flanks and neck, and sent the healing into his hands with the words of power spoken over and over. After a while the beast would give a shake, or toss its head a bit, or
step on. And he would drop his hands and stand there, drained and blank, for a while. Then there would be another one, big, curious, shyly bold, muddy-coated, with the
sickness in it like a prickling, a tingling, a hotness in his hands, a dizziness. "Ellu," he would say, and walk to the beast and lay his hands upon it until they felt cool, as if a
mountain stream ran through them..That night, over supper at the waterfront inn, she asked with unusual timidity in her voice, "Do | have great gifts?".where the paths
seemed never to be quite where she remembered them, and often led on far beyond.cabin lantern her lashes cast very delicate, long shadows on her cheeks. She looked
up, straight.greens, fruit, smoked mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees,.there was no wound. Gagged and bound, without his voice and
hands to work magic, he could do.Doorkeeper for a moment. All his notions of humiliating the Masters as they had humiliated him.She thought about the School, where she
had been so briefly. From here, under the eaves of the Grove, she saw it as stone walls enclosing all one kind of being and keeping out all others, like a pen, a cage. How
could any of them keep their balance in a place like that?.heifer follows him about like a puppy." Whatever he was doing out on the ranges with the beeves,.back, because |
saw one of her men, down the way, in the tavern. I'll go ask about. Find out if.it included practices otherwise called "high arts," such as healing, chanting, changing,
etc..increasingly costly temples, and controlling public ceremonies such as marriages, funerals, and.seems we may have left out a good deal worth knowing. This kind of
thing-There! There again-".recently. To Diamond's lips Rose's face was soft as silk, with just a hint of grittiness on one.Language of the Making. Plants and parts of plants
and animals and parts of animals and islands.Ember was on the dock to meet him. Lame and very thin, he came to her and took her hands, but he could not lift his face to
hers. He said, "I have too many deaths on my heart, Elehal.".They both came to her. "The Master Changer of Roke: Irian of Way," said the Doorkeeper..The Summoner
looked up at Irian. Slowly he raised his arms and the white staff in the invocation of a spell, speaking in the tongue that all the wizards and mages of Roke had learned, the
language of their art, the Language of the Making: 'Irian, by your name | summon you and bind you to obey me!".untruthful realms of Once-upon-a-time are as much a part
of human history and thought as the."l know Tarry thinks | do.".Sometimes he idly made a fist and then turned his hand over opening the palm, but nobody here."You might
keep some goats," Silence said..cousins while they rebuilt their burned house as best they could. They welcomed him with.grazing on Iria Hill, the bronze crowns of the
oaks. "He's very careful how he talks about the.and he'd catch you there. | said nothing.".When it came to teaching what he knew, he was tireless, generous, and exacting.
For the first."That I'm a fool."."It's never enough," Mead said. "And what can anyone do alone?"."Hah!" said Golden. "Well! | will say I'm glad of it, son." He ate a small
porkpie in one mouthful. "Being a wizard, going to Roke, all that, it never seemed real, not exactly. And with you off there, | didn't know what all this was for, to tell you the
truth. All my business. If you're here, it adds up, you see. It adds up. Well! But listen here, did you just run off from the wizard? Did he know you were going?"."Who
does?".When she laughed, her thin face got bright, her thin mouth got wide, and her eyes disappeared..didn't like to presume. Whatever he was, he wasn't a beggar by
choice..Berry ducked his head and muttered. His eyes were dull. It seemed to Irioth that the man had been.He hard-boiled the three new eggs and one already in the larder
and put them into a pouch along with four apples and a bladder of resinated wine, in case he had to stay out all night. He shrugged arthritically into his heavy cloak, took up
his staff, told the fire to go out, and left.."Sit down," said Hemlock. After a moment Diamond took the stiff, high-backed chair facing him.."Close!" Otter cried, dropping to his
knees, his hands on the earth, on the raw lips of the.was the kingdom of the roots of the trees. How far does the forest go? As far as forests go. As.After a while he said, "I

could chase an etymology on the brink of doom ... But | think, Azver, that that's where we are. We won't defeat him."."Why can't | give myself my own true name?" Dragonfly
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asked, while Rose washed the knife and her.circular plaza, some up, some down; they extended far, it seemed, in a delicate mosaic of colored.lore a wizard or his prentice
might record a plague, a famine, a raid, a change of masters, along.of the throat quiver at the effort, cheeks glistening, the whole face moving to an inaudible.When
Diamond put the lists of names to tunes he made up, he learned them much faster; but then the tune would come as part of the name, and he would sing out so clearly-- for
his voice had re-established itself as a strong, dark tenor -- that Hemlock winced. Hemlock's was a very silent house.."This is better, Thorion," he said, but he was
weeping..building, deep in its sleep and security, was ridding itself of me. A part of the transparent cylinder.two-masted ship..images in his mind: great fires blazing, burning
sticks with hands and feet, burning lumps that.have no other language..came on. She stopped only when she was a couple of arm's lengths from him and a little below
him.better, perhaps, had people ceased to do it. . . without artificial means."."Why do we quarrel?" he said rather despondently..again reached out her hand, to place her
palm flat against a metal plate on a door, and entered.He went slowly round to the eastern side of the hilltop, bright and warm already with the light of the sun a couple of
fingers' width above the horizon. Looking under the sun he saw the roofs of a town at the head of a bay that opened out eastward, and beyond it the high line of the sea’'s
edge across half the world. Turning west he saw fields and pastures and roads. To the north were long green hills. In a fold of land southward a grove of tall trees drew his
gaze and held it. He thought it was the beginning of a great forest like Faliern on Havnor, and then did not know why he thought so, since beyond the grove he could see
treeless heaths and pastures..Dulse had seen young men weep for joy at the birth of a first son. He had seen poor men pay witches a year's earnings for the promise of a
healthy boy, and a rich man touch his gold-bedizened baby's face and whisper, adoring, "My immortality!" He had seen men beat their sons, bully and humiliate them, spite
and thwart them, hating the death they saw in them. He had seen the answering hatred in the son's eyes, the threat, the pitiless contempt. And seeing it, Dulse knew why
he had never sought reconciliation with his father..not any better at being a wizard than | am at bookkeeping? Why can't | do what | know | can do?".transformation. He had
in his day been fox, and bull, and dragonfly, and knew what it was to.slowly, slowly past. Ivory tried to tease her, but she only shook her head. Maybe she was scared.That
is not what the otter was thinking as it swam fast down the Yennava. It was not thinking anything much but speed and direction and the sweet taste of river water and the
sweet power of swimming. But something like that is what Medra had been thinking as he sat at the table in his grandmother's house in End-lane, talking with his mother
and sister, just before the door was flung open and the terrible shining figure stood there..The care of pregnant beasts and women, birthing, teaching the songs and rites,
the fertility and.young dragon hoards up its fire. And share it. But only here. Pass it on, one to the next, here,.the flowers -- and my voice failed me. She was calmly chewing
the delicate petals. She looked up.himself, riding back to Westpool, and laughed. "I do indeed," he said aloud. The black mare nicked.He took the word with a visible shock,
but did not deny it..looked at the pages. Long, long lists of names and numbers, debts and credits, profits and losses..He still stood there, and she said, "Look at the
peaches! They're all ripe. We'll have to eat them.all over her yesterday, growling and muttering. Ordered the helm replaced.” He meant Losen's chief.didn't know why her
charm of healing caused the wound to gangrene, why the child she brought into.now, dragging the right leg, which would not bear his weight. He went forward. He smelled
the wind.the bed. She was Anieb.."Did you think | was one of their eunuchs? That I'd castrate myself with spells so | could be holy? Why do you think | don't have a staff?
Why do you think I'm not at the School? Did you believe everything | said?".there and he did not want to be there with them. In them he knew was a vague fear of him as
a.had presented me with this situation purely as a theoretical possibility: it occurred to me that this."Once in his lifetime, if he's lucky, a wizard finds somebody he can talk
to." Nemmerle had said.Otters uncle said, he kept the shipwrights busy. They were grateful to have work in a time when.It may be that the Firelord was, in fact, a dragon in

human form; for very soon after his fall,.and your fiefdom on Hosk, the greatest navy the world has seen! | shall lead them. And the glory
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