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her painting and as proof of the grace granted in this world that we might perceive and be sustained by the promise of an ultimate joy to come..An SFPD patrol car swept
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was hoping. . .".The masterpiece that Junior purchased was small, a sixteen-inch-square canvas, but it cost twenty-seven hundred dollars. The entire picture-titled The
Cancer Lurks Unseen, Version 1-was flat black, except for a small gnarled mass, bile-green and pus-yellow, in the upper-right quadrant. Worth every penny..Nolly finally
disturbed the quiet: "Well, sir ... you're quite a psychologist.".Junior worried that he might not locate the correct Dumpster among the many. Yet he didn't switch on the
flashlight, suspecting that he would be better able to find his way if the conditions of darkness and fog were exactly as they had been earlier. In fact, this proved to be the
case, and he instantly recognized the hulking Dumpster when he came upon it..Maria Elena Gonzalez, where no one lived with fear like her brothers Edom and Jacob,.The
reverend couldn't easily escape church obligations on such short notice, but Grace wanted to be with her daughters. Phimie, however, pleaded that only Celestina
accompany her..Some information she'd withheld from him: that the cancer might already have spread, that he might still die even after his eyes were removed-and that if it
hadn't yet spread, it might soon do so..Rena laughed. "Oh, but true! And not just a garden. I'm a field of flowers!" She let go of her skirt, which shimmered like cascades of
falling petals. "So tonight will be a famous night, Celestina.".Even Rudy, as huge as Big Foot and as amoral as a skink, was afraid of this woman..Already the fortune
foretold, which she had strived to dismiss as a game with no consequences, was coming true..MONDAY MORNING, January 17, Agnes's lawyer, Vinnie Lincoln, came to
the house with Joey's will and other papers requiring attention..At many houses, strings of Christmas lights painted patterns of color at the eaves, around the window
frames, and along the porch railings-all so blurred by fog that Junior seemed to be moving through a dreamscape with Japanese lanterns.
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